[Angiogenic activity of mononuclear cells in the peripheral blood of patients with ischemic heart disease].
In the paper the cell-mediated phase of the immune response was assessed in ischaemic heart disease (IHD). The assessment was based on the angiogenesis test in which new capillaries are formed from the already existing vascularization. The process is mediated by mononuclear cells from peripheral blood, and is induced by degradation products appearing as a result of ischaemic injury to the tissues. The test was carried out in 71 patients with IHD and in 65 clinically healthy subjects. A significant fall was demonstrated of the angiogenic activity of mononuclear cells isolated from the peripheral blood of IHD patients as compared with controls (p less than 0.001). No effect was method of disease duration, its form or treatment on angiogenesis. The obtained results may suggest a failure of the immune system competent in this process in IHD. Perhaps this is related to a special form of IHD.